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TheCodlitionfor Safe Community NeedleDisposal, comprised
of medical, government and wasteassoci ation and private sector
companies, isworkingwiththeEnvironmental Protection Agency
toevaluateand promoteal ternativedisposal methodsfor used
needlesand other medical sharps.

Improper management of discarded needlesand other sharps
can poseahealthrisk to the public and wasteworkers. For ex-
ample, discarded needlesmay exposewasteworkersto potential
needlestickinjuriesand potentia infectionwhen containersbreak
openinsidegarbagetrucksor needlesaremistakenly sentto
recyclingfacilities. Janitorsand housekeepersasoriskinjury if
loose sharpspokethrough plastic garbage bags. Used needlescan
transmit seriousdiseases, suchasHIV and hepatitis.

TheCoalitionhasidentified several typesof safedisposal
programsfor self- injectors. Instead of placing sharpsinthetrash,
self-injectorsareencouragedto useany of thesedternativedis-
posal methods:

 Drop Box or Supervised Collection Sites
Sharpsuserscantaketheir own sharpscontainersfilled
with used needlesto appropriatecollectionssites:
doctors’ offices, hospitas, pharmacies, health
departments, or firestations. Servicesarefreeor have
anominal fee. Check withyour pharmacist or other

hedlth careprovider for availability inyour area.




e Mail-back Programs
Sharpsusersplacetheir used sharpsin specia containers
andreturnthecontainer by mail toacollectionsitefor
proper disposal. Thisserviceusually requiresafee. Fees
vary, depending onthesizeof thecontainer. Check with
your health careprovider, pharmacit, yellow pages, or
searchthelnternet using keywords* sharpsmail back.”

Syringe Exchange Programs (SEP)
Sharpsuserscan safely exchange used needlesfor
new needles. Contact theNorth American Syringe
ExchangeNetwork at 253-272-4857 or onlineat
<WWW.Nasen.org>.

At-home Needle Destruction Devices

Several manufacturersoffer productsthat allow youto
destroy used needlesat home. Thesedevicessever, burn,
or melttheneedle, renderingit safefor disposal. Check
withyour pharmaci st or searchtheinternet using
keywords" sharpsdisposal devices.” Thepricesof these

devicesvary accordingto product typeand manufacturer.

For More Information:

» Cdlyourlocal solidwastedepartment or public
health department to determinethe correct disposal
methodfor your area.

Ask your health careprovider or local pharmacistif
they offer disposal, or if they know of safedisposal
programsinthearea.

Contact theCoadlitionfor Safe Community Needle
Disposal at 1-800-643-1643 Ask about the
availability of safedisposal programsinyour areaor
for informati on on setting up acommunity disposal
program. Visitwww.epa.gov/epaoswer/other/medical.
Thiswebsitealsooffersalist of all state

health and solid waste/sanitation department

contacts.
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